
Introducing…

A San Francisco ECE Apprenticeship Program

~ READY TO SOAR ~



Generously Funded Through

SF Dept of Early Childhood Crankstart Foundation



TAKING FLIGHT IN JANUARY
IRISE is a comprehensive early education 

apprenticeship program that takes a 
city-wide approach.
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SERVING ALL OF 
SAN FRANCISCO 
IRISE will build a strong, 
culturally competent ECE 
workforce to fully staff city 
classrooms so every child 
in San Francisco has the 
optimal environment to 
learn and grow.
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BRINGING THINGS FULL CIRCLE
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IRISE will grow talent from within and across 
all San Francisco’s diverse neighborhoods. 

Children will learn from and be inspired by 
teachers with lived experiences from the 
City’s historically marginalized communities, 
including Black/African American, Latino, 
Indigenous and Pacific Islander populations



ADDRESSING BARRIERS 
WHILE PROMOTING 
SUCCESS
IRISE apprenticeships will develop a 
well-educated, skilled workforce while 
addressing financial and cultural 
barriers to success. Future teachers 
will earn a wage and develop skills 
with mentor teachers and have access 
to other supportive services.
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NURTURING COHORTS ON A CONTINUUM

PATHWAY 1
Child Development / 
Associate Teacher 
Permit will support new 
educators entering the 
field with no early 
childhood coursework.
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PATHWAY 2
Early Childhood Education Associate in 
Science Degree Program will support 
current early childhood educators to work 
towards their associate degree.

PATHWAY 3
Bachelor of Arts in Early 
Childhood Studies will 
consist of current early 
childhood educators 
who are working toward 
receiving their 
bachelor’s degree.



MEASURING IRISE SUCCESS

Launching 
January 2025 By May 2026:

● Pathway 3 will 
complete

By December 2025: 
● 35 people will have 

received their 
Associate Teacher 
permit (35 every year 
after)

…and flying 
higher year 
after year!
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● Pathway 1 – 35
● Pathway 2 – 25
● Pathway 3 – 25

By December 2027: 
● Pathway 2 will 

complete



LIFTING UP THROUGH 
WRAP-AROUND SUPPORT
IRISE will provide each student with comprehensive 
support services to ensure high retention rates.
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WHAT WILL MAKE THE
IRISE DIFFERENCE?

● New-to-the-workforce teachers 
receive comprehensive support 
services.

● Incumbent teachers have a clear 
pathway to advance their 
education.

● Mentor-teachers receive 
structured program support.

● Community Advisory Board will 
advise, evaluate and ensure 
continuous improvement.
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LIFTING UP THROUGH 
EDUCATIONAL-VOCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS…
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AS WELL AS OUR EDUCATION PARTNERS
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ROOTED IN SAN FRANCISCO COMMUNITIES

● Good Samaritan Family 
Resource Center

● Support for Families of 
Children with Disabilities

● Mercy Housing
● Homeless Prenatal Program
● Cross Cultural Family Center
● Five Keys Charter School
● Southeast Community Center

● Young Community 
Developers (YCD)

● Safe & Sound
● Bayview YMCA
● SF Alumnae Chapter Delta 

Sigma Theta, Inc.
● Samoan Community 

Development Center
● The Women’s Building
● St. Anthony’s Foundation

IRISE is grounded in vital interconnection 
with community-based partners.
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SUPPORTED BY STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES

● Department of Labor: Registered apprenticeship program 
● California Division of Apprenticeship Standards
● California Early Childhood Mentor Program

IRISE crosses workforce boundaries
by being recognized by:
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IRISE will help:

● Advance racial equity, disrupt racialized child 
outcomes, and create greater shared accountability

● Ensure all families have access to culturally and 
linguistically responsive services

● Engage communities as partners and leaders to make 
our City a place where race does not predict early 
childhood outcomes

HELPS REALIZE SF DEC’S STRATEGIC
CALL TO ACTION

IRISE contributes to a vision of San Francisco where 
every child has the best start in life. 
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HOW CAN THE CPAC COMMUNITY 
GET INVOLVED?
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Q & A
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CONTACT US WITH QUESTIONS 
AND TO BEGIN ENROLLMENT

EMAIL: info@irisesf.org

WEBSITE: www.irisesf.org

Scan to Visit
Our Website
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mailto:info@irisesf.org

